
SOCM17-103- Multiculturalism and criticism of multicultural theories 

 

Goal 

The goal of the course is to introduce students into the understaning of some of the major 

social changes (globalization, migration, restructuring of society, social movements, etc.) that 

have led to the development of multicultural societies, and processes that have laid the 

foundations of multicultural thinking. 

 

It also aims to present some aspects of the history of science that have led to a change of 

paradigm in social sciences, and have made it possible to explore areas formerly not known of 

by means of qualitative research methodologies. 

 

Results, Competences 

Knowledge: 

 The sudents get acquainted with the social processes shaping multicultural societies 

 Students learn the key concepts of the topic (differences, diversity, otherness, strangeness, 

identity construction, globalisation- locality, etc,) learn about the diverse multicultural 

approaches, and the critics of multiculturalism  

Attitudes:  

 The students became open to approach social processes from an interdisciplinary 

perspective 

Ability:  

 The students became able to recognize interdisciplinary correlations related to 

multiculturalism 

 

Content of the course 

 

 Introduction. Diversity as a social and cultural construction. Democracy, equality, 

social justice. Multi- and interculturalism. 

 Dreams clad in texts, music and movements. Changing discourses- multiculturalism – 

social change. 

 Globalization: is it really a new phenomenon? Interpretations. The effects and risks of 

globalization. Globalization and traditions 

 Globalism-globality-globalization. Second modernity. Beyond the nation states. 

Regions and locality. Transnational spaces and characters- Multiculturalism. 

 Social changes. Historical minorities and immigrants. Migration. Migration theories. 

 Social changes, relocations. Social diversity in Hungary. 

 Globalization, transnational and multicultural families. 

 Multicultural society-multiculturalism? Multicultural and multiculturalist societies. A 

few national, regional and local examples in a social and cultural context 

 Multicultural theories: diverse approaches and their critiques 

 Multi-interculturalism in education and in other institutions 

 

Methodology 

Presentation, discussion, groupwork 

 

System of Evaluation and Grading  

At the end of the course a written examination has to be taken. The test will be based on the 

lectures and the reference literature. The prerequisite for the exam is to hand in an essay that 



contains an analysis of a film or a literary text OR a presentation of a case study of a region or 

a country.  

The deadline for the essay is a week befor the exam, and it will have to be uploaded to the e-

learning site. 

 

The grade is calculated the following way:  

- classroom activity: 10% 

- essay / case study : 40% 

- exam results: 50% 
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